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Introduction to the library

ÅLocation
ÅRural town in western Michigan
ÅHalfway between Grand Rapids and the lakeshore

ÅService area
ÅChester, Polkton, and Wright Townships 
ÅThe city of Coopersville
ÅPopulation 11842 = Class III

ÅNew construction
ÅNovember 2015: Bond millage passes
ÅSeptember 2016: Renovation and expansion begins
ÅMay 2017: Grand re-opening



ÅLibrary staff are strong makers.

Å2016 expansion and renovation made a huge 
difference in opportunity for making. We now have 
room to offer making during open hours.

ÅLibrary is still learning what works and finding ways 
to incorporate making with other activities in the 
new community/makerspace room.



Importance of Making in the Library

ÅIntegrates book knowledge with hands on doing.

ÅFosters creativity and collaboration.

ÅPromotes social interaction. 

ÅAn antidote to digital addiction ςhelps limit screen time.

ÅTeaches valuable skills.

Å9ȄǇŀƴŘǎ ǘƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ ǳǎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ

ÅGood use of tax payer money ςǇŀǘǊƻƴǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ 
equipment if the library will and offer open time for usage.



The Community Responds to Making Opportunities @ the Library

ÅThe old library space had no room for making ςwe did it anyway.

ÅMaking @ the library was promoted throughout the 2015 millage 
campaign as a modern library service.

ÅCitizens responded positively to the idea. They want space to learn 
and createand people to lead the making. 

ÅCƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ services expanded ςadult services expanded

Åresponse to making activities @ the library = amount of need for 
technology education @ the library



aŀƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ ƻƭŘ ǎǇŀŎŜ

A drop in family event offered in 
the evening at Christmas Time.

Materials Needed

Cardboard ςlibrary provided 
a cardboard house form
Decorate with
Dry Cereal ςFruitloops
Licorice 
aϧaΩǎ 
Gumdrops
Chocolate kisses
Glue

Gingerbread House Making



Legos 
Ages 5 ς12  

/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƭƛōǊŀǊƛŀƴ ƻŦŦŜǊǎ ŀ ǘƘŜƳŜ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅ [ŜƎƻ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŜǾŜƴǘΦ 
Kids are free to expand on the theme provided. Lego Themes 

²ŜΩǾŜ ¢ǊƛŜŘ

Build a Vehicle ςrace to 
follow building

Create something from your 
favorite video game or movie

Build Your Favorite Food

Make a Pirate Ship

Build a Dinosaur



Little Bits ςAges 8 ς12
littleBits makes technology kits that are fun, easy-to-use, and 
infinitely creative. The kits are composed of electronic building 
blocks that are color-coded, magnetic, and make complex 
ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ ŦǳƴΦ ¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŎƘŀƴƎŜŀōƭŜ ƛƴ 
millions of different ways to empower kids to invent anything -
from a sibling alarm, to a wireless robot, to a digital instrument.

¢ƘŜƳŜǎ ²ŜΩǾŜ ¢ǊƛŜŘ

Create a Pet that makes a sound

Build a Game

Build a machine that draws



Dr. Seuss Maker Event
An annual event that features lots of 
different making. We have found great 
ideas for this event on Pinterest



Teen Film Making Workshop
The library received an $8,000 grant from the Coopersville Rotary Club to purchase 
two MAC computers, a movie camera, several small portable still cameras and 
other various equipment to support film creation at the library. 
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Email me for a copy of the 
Basic Film Mechanics tutorial pdf. 
Storyboard For Film Power Point
coolm@llcoop.org


